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I
Research themes

Applications for both the GRDC and Pioneer-supported
Fellowships must address one of the following
research themes:



Policy research in support of implementation of the International Treaty for Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture entered into force in
2004. Parties to the Treaty are committed to creating a common pool of genetic resources to support
agricultural research, plant breeding and training. Countries need to implement combinations of
polices, laws and administrative guidelines to become fully active participants in the common
pool. The effective implementation of the Treaty at the national level requires a comprehensive
collection and assessment of baseline information about plant genetic resources conservation
and use in each country and protracted engagement with a wide range of stakeholders. National
policy makers can use those inputs to identify options for implementing the Treaty, including for
example how community-based plant genetic resource management initiatives can be involved
more directly in the implementation of the Treaty. Such work may be addressed by studies that
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